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GOP near tax, health wins 


Mandate repeal: California 
weighs options to prompt 
residents to get coverage 
By Catherine Ho 


Congressional Republicans appear to be moving 
ahead in repealing the Affordable Care Act’s indi- 
vidual mandate, prompting debate among California 
health care experts on how the state could continue 
encouraging residents to buy health insurance — 
including imposing a state-level requirement to 
purchase coverage. 

The elimination of the individual mandate, which 
requires people to buy insurance or pay a tax penal- 
ty, is included in the GOP tax bill that is expected to 
reach President Trump’s desk by Christmas. Re- 
pealing the mandate is projected to lead to 1.7 mil- 
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House Speaker Paul Ryan speaks to reporters after 
the House initially approved the tax legislation. 


Congress: Procedural glitch 
slows bill’s OK in House, 


but passage all but assured 
By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — The Senate passed a $1.5 tril- 
lion tax bill early Wednesday morning on a 51-48 
party-line vote, putting Republicans on the brink of 
their first major legislative victory in the Trump era. 

The vote followed House approval of the tax mea- 
sure Tuesday, on a 227-203 vote, but an embarrass- 
ing glitch in the bill discovered hours later forced a 
new vote for Wednesday that is unlikely to change 
the outcome. Once approved, the bill will be sent to 
President Trump for his signature, handing Repub- 
licans their long-sought goal to slash corporate taxes 
and rewrite the corporate tax code. 


lion fewer Californians with health insurance over 
Mandate continues on A8 


But the snag that led to the need for Wednesday’s 
Taxes continues on A8 


»> Boon for bottlers: Tax credits in the Republican bill could 
save large wineries hundreds of thousands of dollars. Cl 


“The survivors of these fires are not political-trade bait.” 
Rep. Jared Huffman, D-San Rafael 


UC pays 
$80,000 in 
harassment 
settlement 


By Nanette Asimov and Cynthia Dizikes 


A UC Berkeley doctoral student whose 
academic career changed dramatically after 
an architecture professor placed his hand on 
her upper thigh and proposed they become 
“close friends” has agreed not to sue the 
University of California in exchange for an 
$80,000 settlement, The Chronicle has 
learned. 

The university admits no wrongdoing 
under the settlement agreement, which was 
finalized last Wednesday and includes at- 
torney’s fees. 

Nezar AlSayyad, a tenured architecture 
professor and an internationally recognized 
Middle East scholar, remains employed at 
UC Berkeley more than a year after an in- 
dependent investigator determined that he 
sexually harassed his former student, Eva 
Hagberg Fisher, from 2012 to 2014. 

The university has given AlSayyad no 
classes to teach since fall 2016, but he contin- 
ues to receive $211,000 a year. He has taught 
at UC Berkeley since 1985. 

UC Berkeley continues on A9 
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Mike Eliason / Santa Barbara County Fire Department 


In the Thomas Fire zone, Santa Barbara County Fire Capt. Ryan Thomas hikes down steep terrain to meet 
with his crew and root out and extinguish smoldering hot spots in Santa Barbara County. 


After apparent snub, 
fire relief expected 


House bill provides billions, but critics say it plays politics 


State sues feds 
over rules for 
greenhouse gas 


By Kurtis Alexander and David R. Baker 


Assembly- 
man Jim 
Wood, 
D-Healds- 
burg (left); 
Rep. Jared 
Huffman, 
D-San Ra- 
fael; state 
Sen. Mike 
McGuire, 
D-Healds- 
burg; Sheriff 
Tom Allman 
at a Mendo- 
cino County 
fire scene. 


By Melody Gutierrez a 


An $81 billion emergency federal 
disaster relief bill unveiled this week 
by GOP congressional leaders in 
Washington is expected to provide 
much-needed aid to California, 
where record-breaking wildfires 
have destroyed thousands of homes 
and killed dozens this year. 

The bill doesn’t actually name 
California — although it names 
other disaster-stricken states, such 
as Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Alabama, that were hit by hurri- 
canes Maria, Harvey and Irma this 
year. The legislation, however, says 
relief will be provided to “states 
affected by wildfires” — and for 
some California representatives, 
that was welcome news. 

“T like the disaster bill,” said Rep. 


California Attorney General Xavier Becerra 
sued the Trump administration Tuesday for 
suspending regulations meant to curb emis- 
sions of the greenhouse gas methane, the 
latest front in the state’s battle with Washing- 
ton over climate-change rules for the oil and 
natural gas industries. 

The suit, filed in federal court in San Fran- 
cisco, claims that the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management acted irresponsibly this month 
when it delayed an Obama-era policy capping 
methane leaks and flaring at oil and gas wells. 

Methane, the main component of natural 
gas, is a potent driver of global warming when 
it escapes into the atmosphere. The 2016 fed- 
eral rule called on oil and gas producers on 
federal and tribal lands, including in Kern 
County, to upgrade their drilling rigs and 
procedures to capture the gas and keep it from 

Methane continues on A9 
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Mike Thompson, D-St. Helena. “It’s 
done everything I’ve been working 
on, and it covers all the issues that I 
raised.” 

The news comes after an uproar 


over President Trump’s proposed 
disaster aid last month, in which he 
asked Congress for $44 billion — 
with none of that money specifically 
Disaster aid continues on A9 
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